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Emerald Thumbs

The first Emirati landscape designer to make it to the ultra-
prestigious RHS Chelsea Flower Show, Kamelia bin Zaal is
transforming life outdoors in the UAE.

Words: Alefstaff - Photos: Jerry Balloch
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event =0 prestigious that bin Zaal ealls it the “*Oscars of
the gardening world.” The daughter of entrepreneur
and Al Bararl developer Zaal Mohammed Zaal, shes
been one of the main pair of green thumbs behind
planning and planting the 16 kilometres of Al Barard
- “wilderness” in Arabic - with over one million plants
and counting.

The other pair of green thumbs? Her father, who
she eredits for the vision behind the residential com-
munity’s lush botanical gardens because of his deep
love for plants. Al Barari is a family venture relying
on the talents of all the members of the Zoal family.
Born in Dubai, bin Zaal lived and studied in the Unit-
ed Kingdom at London's Inchbald School of Design
before returning to the United Arab Emirates about
10 years ago to start her own landscape architecture
practice, Second Nature,

.
“I'm very, very excited! My
arden is called ‘The Beauty of
slam,’ and it's a contemporary
Islamic garden."
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“Around the time my father was conceptualising Al
Barari, | was doing freelance garden design and my
mother was doing interiors.” she explains. "And we “w o=

to the sense of community, designed so that resi-
dents of the verdant exclusive neighbourhood can
easgily walk to their neighbours’ homes.

“It’s about creating community,” sayz Kamelia bin
Zaal. the Creative Director behind Al Barari’s land-
scape designs, “We wanted to give residents the oppor-
tunity to be able to enjov themselves and meet ench oth-

I n Dubais Al Barari. the lush gardens are central
>

er outdoors. Al Barari is a journey of discovery through
different gardens and atmospheres.”

It's been a journey as well for bin Zaal, the first ever
Emirati lnndseape designer to make it to the 2015 Roval
Horticultural Society Chelsen Flower Show in May -an
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thought we could create a landscape firm for the first
phase of development. That's when Second Nature
came into play.”

Bin Zaal later imtegrated Second Nature into her
father's commercial plant nursery, Greenworks, With
the father and daughter duo at the helm, Al Barari’s 189
multimillion-dirham villas are now surrounded by 16
themed gardens, with plans for 34 gardens as the de-
velopment enters phase 2, as well as landscaped lakes,
streams, and water ca
produced in Greenworks” own greenhouses, gathered
as the bin Zaals travel the world to find inspiration for
their gardens,

“We tried and tested new species,” bin Zaal ex-
plains. “We have some unusual plants growing in Al
Barar nd now the production is in-house, even the
new st

-ndes. Most of the plants are

fes”
Alef caught up with bin Zaal between h

tions for the Chelsea Flower Show and fina

scape plans for Al Barari's second phase,

xcited! I\IV mlrdﬂn !3“1“(—‘(] “The B{\uul‘.
of Ikimn :md it's o contemporary Islamic garden. This
is about sharing my heritage - it will include calligra-
phy, =cent, fruiting trees, flowing water, and poetry
from Flock of Meanings by Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, All the beautiful aspects of tradi-
tional Islamic gardens, vet with a contemporary fecl. »
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the outdoo

The garden should function as another room.

1 the mid-
birds, peace
the poetic feel-
meone

Peaceful. [ love being out . | can
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and quiet, bi @ plan

"“For me a landscape is a living,
breathing being. When I create
a garden, it's going to be there
hopefully for generations.”

Barari land
that's everything.




